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 There are few histories on Alaska Native Education that contain as much information 
on actual school activities and experiences as Warren I. Tiffany includes in this historical 
document.  The reader will also find many happenings not found in other histories which 
together paint an educational picture starting with a foreign institution, the school, being 
constructed in an Eskimo village without any explanations and/or instructions on why it was 
being constructed.  Then, by 1958, when the document was printed and distributed, there are 
many Eskimo teachers and administrators as well as a course of study titled, "Minimum 
Essential Goals for Indian Schools."  The road to 1958 reflects: 
 
� 1784 First Russian school at Three Saints Bay 
� 1784-1867  Russia exploitation of Alaska 
� 1867  U.S. Buys Alaska from Russia 
� 1867-1877  "Period of Neglect" by U.S. 
� 1884, May 17, An Act providing Civil Government for Alaska" 
� 1884 July 4, $15,000 appropriated for the education of Indian children in Alaska 
� 1885 First General Agent for Education, Sheldon Jackson appointed to fill the position 
� 1884 - 1894 Missions provided Alaska Native education 
� 1887-March 16, 1931 Bureau of Education, Department of Interior, Alaska Native 

Service controlled Native Education 
� 1892 Reindeer introduced as part of Education program 
� 1895 Alaska Native Service established by the Bureau of Education, Department of 

Interior 
� 1905 Nelson Act passed 
� 1917  Territorial Uniform School Act passed 
� 1917-1919 Influenza epidemic created orphans and boarding schools, Wrangell Institute 

established 
� 1931 Bureau of Indian Affairs takes over the Alaska Native Service 
� 1934  Indian school supervisors meet in Washington, D.C. to develop education program 

based on new policies 
� 1947, February 22, Mt. Edgecumbe School opened 
� 1958, 23 Eskimo teachers and administrators 
� An outstanding 1958 Bibliography on Alaska Native Education 
 
 Warren passed away in the fall of 2009 but left behind several documents he had 
written. The documents have been made available to his daughter, Sarah, who did the initial 
scanning for this electronic version of Education in Northwest Alaska. This historical 
document will provide an increment to a general history of educating Alaska Natives. 
 

Thomas R. Hopkins, Ed.D. 
Sarah Tiffany 
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