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1 During the pandemic of 1942, Ellen lost both her mother and father 
and  ve of her eight children. Her son Talbert passed away later and 
Ellen was left with two daughters, Agnes and Daisy, who are still 
living.
2 Ellen had been living with leukemia and severe arthritis for several 
years.
3 What follows is Ellen’s understanding of the traditional values 
taught by Yaabaa Teeshaay based upon her long life on the land and 
in relation to her people.
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4 If rhubarb is pulled by the roots, it will keep coming back until the 
end of season and it will return the following spring.
5 There are large beds of domestic rhubarb that are shared in 
Healy Lake.
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6 Ellen corrects herself from Demit to David. This happened a long 
time ago, but in Ellen’s mind it was just as yesterday.
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8 In several places Ellen uses the word ideal instead of idea. This 
may be due to Athabascan being her  rst language, but the connota-
tion that ideal brings to her soliloquy seems appropriate and relevant.
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9 The Bureau of Land Management pump station was a fuel pump 
station for the military approximately  ve and one half miles from 
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